Summary. It is shown algebraically that the full defining relation for the o"k/«» is effectively contained in its symmetric part.
The development of the spinor analysis of Infeld and van der Waerden* [1] has as its starting point the possibility of establishing a linear one-to-one correspondence between real world vectors and hermitean spinors. Thus if a* is a world vector and a.j, v the corresponding spinor, (1) «* = >•«•".
If spin indices be raised and lowered by means of the skew-symmetric basic spinor y^, and its inverse y 1 ™, i.e.
(2) C = y"f,, C, = y , , C (y^y,A = «C). one has the quadratic invariant /(«) = ofa-fr which has the same signature as the invariant I(a) = a k a t , and these two invariants are to be identified with each other. One infers the identity Now, for instance Bade and Jehle [2] , and Corson [3] proceed in much the same way, but the latter remarks that all the properties of the asymbols can be obtained without reference to any particular representation by adopting the following defining relation for them: <r' s to be defined by (5). On the other hand this relation nowhere appears in IW: (4) is only the symmetric part of (5). Yet one would expect the stronger relation (5) to be implicit in the linear correspondence (1), the hermiticity of or***, and the identity of I (a) with /(a), bearing in mind the group-theoretical basis of spinor calculus in flat space, i.e. the homomorphism between the Lorentz group and the group of linear two-dimensional unimodular complex transformations. It is the purpose of this note to show that (5) can indeed be inferred from (4) Interchanging k and I one has 
